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What is Arrhythmogenic RV cardiomyopathy
(ARVC) ?
The heart is a complex organ composed of multiple electrical cells and
pathways. Briefly, the heart can be divided in two main portions: the upper
portion and the lower portion of the heart. Each portion has a specific and
crucial role in the cardiac cycle.
Arrhythmogenic Right Ventricular Cardiomyopathy is a condition where the
muscle of one of the pumping chambers (usually the right ventricle)
becomes abnormal due to the accumulation of fat and scarring tissue. This
may lead to the development of an irregular and abnormally fast heart
rhythm. Very rapid bursts of this arrhythmia may cause syncopal (fainting)
episodes, lead to heart failure and even sudden death. It is very important
to understand that all patients with ARVC are unfortunately at risk of
sudden death.
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Need more
information?

Please contact your
veterinarian for
additional
recommendations
regarding your
pet's heart disease.
nnn

Appointments

Regular visit:

______________
Cardiology visit:

______________

ARVC

How is ARVC diagnosed?
Unfortunately, definitive diagnosis of ARVC is based on the biopsy of the heart muscle. Because
this is not easily feasible, the clinical diagnosis is based on the finding of compatible arrhythmias
in an adult animal in the absence of other potential causes (electrolytes imbalanced, drugs,
toxins and systemic disease including cancer). Diagnostic tests performed during the visit:
________________________________________________________________________________.

Affected animals can be:

ASYMPTOMATIC

WEAKNESS/COLLAPSE

HEART FAILURE

No symptoms- usually

Seen with patient with

This includes lethargy,
decreased appetite,
episodes of rapid/
laboured breathing

milder form of the
disease

abnormal heart
rhythm

TREATMENT OPTIONS
ARVC can be treated with medications which decrease the heart
rate. Some patients will also benefit from cardiac medications as
they may have structural heart disease.
It is extremely important to understand that the medication’s goal is
to reduce the number of abnormal beats leading to ventricular
arrhythmia. Even with medication, patients remain at risk of sudden
death. Although it is extremely difficult to witness, animals who
pass away suddenly do not suffer or experience any pain.
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