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What is endocarditis?

Need more
information?

The heart is a complex organ composed of multiple cardiac chambers and
great vessels. Briefly, the receiving and pumping chambers are separated
by valves called mitral and tricuspid valves. Each great vessel also has its
own valve: the pulmonic and the aortic valve. These valves play a crucial
role in preventing the backward flow of blood in the heart.
Endocarditis or infective endocarditis is a serious infection of one or
multiple valves of the heart. This occurs when bacteria gain access to the
bloodstream and colonize the tissues of the valves. Most commonly
affected valves are the mitral valve and the aortic valve.
Endocarditis is a serious condition, for many reasons:
• First, the function of the affected valve may become seriously
impaired, making the valve leak backward. These changes allow the
blood to flow back into the heart, overloading the left side of the
heart with the excess blood. With time, patients are at high risk of
going into congestive heart failure (fluid on the lungs).
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Please contact your
veterinarian for
additional
recommendations
regarding your
pet's heart disease.
nnn

Appointments

Regular visit:

______________
Cardiology visit:

______________

INFECTIVE ENDOCARDITIS
• Second, patients are at risk of forming clots (thromboembolic disease). This is a serious
complication in which pieces of the infected valve may break off, being swept to locations
distant to the heart. As a consequence, blood flow to organs may be decreased,
negatively impacting their function, or bacteria may be spread elsewhere, leading to
disseminated infection.
• It is important to understand that endocarditis is the result of an ongoing infection in the
body. For this reason, patients with endocarditis are also usually sick from their primary
disease. This means that endocarditis is a very unpredictable disease.

How is endocarditis diagnosed?
An echocardiogram (ultrasound of the heart) is used to diagnose endocarditis as it allows the
evaluation of the heart chambers and the severity of the disease. Other diagnostic tests
performed during the visit: ______________________________________________________________ .

Affected animals can be:

ASYMPTOMATIC

HEART FAILURE

OTHER

Not experiencing any

This includes lethargy,
decreased appetite,
episodes of rapid/
laboured breathing

Experience

symptoms

symptoms associated
with their primary
disease

TREATMENT OPTIONS
Treatment of endocarditis involves very long courses of antibiotics, to
help treat the infection. Depending on the severity of the disease, some
patients will be started on heart medication.
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